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			COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION

			There are many ways of becoming involved in your community. Some examples are described here.

			COMMUNITY RECREATION CENTRES

			Most communities in Ontario have a place where community groups can meet. Many centres also have skating rinks, swimming pools, gyms and sports fields. Programs for adults and children are either free or offered at a  low cost.

			
					Call 2-1-1 to find your local recreation centre

			

			PUBLIC LIBRARIES

			Here are some types of programs that may be available at your local library:

			
					English as a second language resources.

					Settlement workers who provide information

					Homework clubs for students and reading clubs for children.

					Free public internet access

					Books, CDs, DVDs, video games, newspapers and magazines in English and other languages.

			

			To get a library card, you will need one piece of official identification (passport or driver’s license) and proof of your address such as a telephone, hydro or cable bill.

			To find your local public library, visit the Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism, Culture Industries at ontario.ca 

			PLACES OF WORSHIP

			Under the Charter of Rights and Free- doms, Canadians have the freedom to practice their religion. While Ontario is a secular society, many Ontarians express their faith by gathering in churches, synagogues, mosques, temples and other places of worship.

			
					Visit settlement.org or findlink.at/worship

					View the yellow pages at yellowpages.ca

					Ask a settlement counsellor.

			

			VOLUNTEERING

			Giving your time to an agency is a good way to meet people, gain work experience and learn about your community.

			
					To learn more about volunteering, visit the Government of Ontario at findlink.at/MCI-Active

			

			To find a volunteer centre in your area,

			
					visit Volunteer Canada at volunteer.ca or the Ontario Volunteer Centre Network at ovcn.ca

			

			To explore volunteer positions in the non-profit sector, visit charityvillage.com
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